
  

 
 
 

Biography 
 

Clark – Henry Higgins Clark (1811-1897) aka Deacon 
Clark 
 
Father: Clark - Nathan Clark II (1780-1848) 
Mother: Mercy Higgins (1787-1868) 
Birth Date: February 2, 1811 
Born at: Tremont, Maine 
 
Significant Siblings: 
Clark - John Clark (1804-1831) 
Clark - Seth Eaton Clark (1814-1874) 
Clark – Seth Higgins Clark (1816-1896)   
 
Spouse Name: Caroline W. Richardson (1813-1898) 
Spouse Parents: Richardson - Abraham Richardson (1771-1820) and Mercy Wormell (1781-1860) 
Wedding Date: January 19, 1836 
 
Brothers Henry Higgins Clark and John Clark married sisters Caroline W. Richardson and  
Margaret Wormell (Richardson) Clark Freeman. 
 
"Deacon Henry H. Clark of Southwest Harbor used to tell often that in 1836 he walked from 
Southwest Harbor to Castine, a distance of more than forty miles, to buy his wedding suit and he 
also walked back home." - “Traditions and Records of Southwest Harbor and Somesville, Mount 
Desert Island, Maine” by Mrs. Seth S. Thornton, 1938, p. 245. 
 
Occupation: Deacon: Hotel Proprietor - Merchant: Ship Builder – Manufacturer – Wharf Owner 
Hotel: 
Island House Hotel 
Island House Boat Wharf 
ME – SWH – Clark Point Road – 121-127 
 
Island House Annex 
Island House Cottage 
ME – SWH – Dirigo Road - 009 
 
Pemetic House Hotel 
 
Store: 
Clark & Parker Store I 
Clark & Parker Store II 
 



  

Brick Manufacturing: 
Deacon Henry Higgins Clark Brickyard 
 
Ship Builder: 
Deacon Henry Higgins Clark Shipyard 
ME – SWH – Clark Point Road - 152 
Deacon Henry Higgins Clark Shipyard Employee Building 
 
Wharf: 
Steamboat Wharf – SWH 
 
Telegraph Line: 
"In 1869 a telegraph company was organized through the efforts of Deacon Clark and in 1870 the 
line from Southwest Harbor to Ellsworth was put into operation." - “Traditions and Records of 
Southwest Harbor and Somesville, Mount Desert Island, Maine” by Mrs. Seth S. Thornton, 1938, p. 
104. 
 
Childhood Home: 
Nathan Clark House 
ME – SWH – Claremont Road - 003 
  
Home: 
Island House Hotel 
Island House Boat Wharf 
ME – SWH – Clark Point Road – 121-127 
 
Death Date: January 21, 1897 
Death Place: Tremont, Maine 
Cemetery: Clark Family Burying Ground, Southwest Harbor, Maine 
 
Vessels: 
Owned share and may have built Caroline C. - Schooner 
 
“Southwest Harbor was … a small community on a great harbor, actually a community of two 
halves.  
 
The main community was at Manset, with a smaller community on the northern peninsula at Clark’s 
Point. The community at Clark’s Point gained prominence in the 1850s through the energy and 
vision of Deacon Henry Clark and his wife Caroline (Richardson). 
 
A devout Christian and leader in the Congregational Church, Deacon Clark built a wharf large 
enough to accommodate steamboats. A cannery was soon built. 
 
By 1866, the cannery was boiling 2,500 lobsters a day, providing a new opportunity for fishermen 
by increasing demand for a product sometimes used as fertilizer… 
 
 
 



  

Less well remembered are the deacon’s other activities, although some of them were equally 
important to the early economy of the Island. 
 
He started teaching school in Bar Harbor at the age of 17 where his job entailed not only imparting 
knowledge but janitorial services as well, some of which were accompanied with spruce brush 
brooms which he provided himself. 
 
When he was 24 in 1835, he shipped as mate with Capt. Jacob [Schoppy?] Mayo for a voyage to 
Boston. On their return in the middle of December they ran into a blizzard which drove them 
ashore. They spent an uncomfortable night on the stranded little schooner but finally got her 
patched up and safely home. 
 
‘Not discouraged, he continued to put his savings into vessels,’ wrote Street, ‘and whether as 
skipper or owner steadily prospered. Almost every year saw some craft of his on the stocks, and he 
became the largest builder and owner of coasting craft on the Island.’… 
 
Consistent with his interest in the sea and hotel-keeping, the deacon had long thought that a wharf 
was needed at Southwest Harbor. He built one where the Coast Guard depot now stands in the early 
[18]50’s ‘For a long time SWH was the only place on MDI where steamboats from Boston made a 
landing,” wrote Mrs. Thornton. 
 
The steamer Rockland was the first boat to tie up at the new wharf; and a celebration was planned 
for her first landing. The program included music by a band from Ellsworth, speeches, and flags. 
The deacon was the first agent of the Eastern Steamship line in SWH, and, after his retirement, the 
post was always held by members of his family – his brother Seth, then his son Henry, and later by 
Augustus Clark. [Followed by Roderick Pepper Clark.] His heirs sold the wharf to the U.S. 
Government in 1935 for the Coast Guard Station… 
 
Both shipping and the [deacon’s fish] business [at the wharf] need[ed] some means of refrigeration. 
In the Deacon’s day ice was the only way things could be cooled in the summer. He solved the 
problem by cutting ice at the south end of Long Pond in the winter. The late John Carroll recalled 
the operations as a boy. The road down to the lake turned off what is now blacktop at about the site 
of the present fire road which runs up to Echo Lake. About an eighth of a mile in, it turned to the left 
and fell sharply down the hill to the Southeast corner of the lake. Traces of it are still visible.  
 
A few other people cut ice there too, Mr. Carroll said, but it was never done on a very wide scale 
because of the difficulty of hauling ice up the steep from the shore. The blocks of ice were shoved 
onto a staging at the top of the hill and later pushed onto sleds for transport to the village. 
 
Deacon Clark was one of the people who cut hay from Bass Harbor Marsh and had a barn or two 
there for storing it. 
 
He also had a brickyard, taking clay from his own land near the site of the Birlem residence on Clark 
Point Road. 
 
In 1859 he was instrumental in the organization of a telegraph company which began operating 
between SW Harbor through Somesville to Ellsworth and he became its first president in 1870. 
 



  

While he was still teaching school in Bar Harbor he joined the Baptist Church, and he remained an 
active Christian throughout his life. When he first joined he attended meetings in the little white 
church which stood on the hill behind the site of the present church in Manset. In 1884 he became 
active in the move to build a church on the north side of the harbor…One historian states that he 
gave the land on which the present Mt. Desert Congregational Church stands and pledged to meet 
one-third of the cost of construction. 
 
Although the deacon had a reputation for business enterprise and acumen in driving a bargain, he 
did not die a wealthy man. There may have been a number of reasons for this. Among them was a 
bent for lending people a helping hand when it was needed. According to a number of sources he 
assumed obligations which could have been avoided and performed acts of charity without fanfare 
or wish for recognition throughout his life. 
 
He was active in public affairs, and in his final years became a kind of senior statesman in the 
town…” – “Deacon H.H. Clark: Active Nineteenth Century Entrepreneur At SWH” by LaRue Spiker, 
The Bar Harbor Times – Thursday, February 4, 1965 
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